Albinism is a common genetic disorder in sub-Saharan Africa. Although precise fi gures are still hard to validate it is estimated in Tanzania, for instance, that there are over 1 of 1,800 newborn infants aff ected. Unprotected from the tropical sun, those with albinism experience a high incidence of agressive non-melanoma skin cancer, severe visual impairment as well as social discrimination and persecution. There has been an increasing focus on the issues facing these patients largely because of work undertaken by voluntary groups but dermatologists in particular have been prominent. Publicity over the murder of individuals with albinism in Africa has drawn public and legislative attention in order to seek solutions.
Fifteen years ago the Regional Dermatology Centre (RDTC) in Moshi Tanzania started an outreach programme amongst patients with albinism (PWAs) to provide sunprotective clothing and to detect skin cancers at an early stage and age. The Director and local clinical offi cers with dermatologists from diff erent parts of the world such as Barbara Leppard, Don Lookingbill and Jim Nordlund established a service which is turning the tide by vastly reducing the incidence of inoperable and advanced skin cancers by intervening early and dealing with actinic keratoses and early small skin cancers. Over the past year there has been an expansion in this work led by the local team, John Masenga, Henning Grossman and Alfred Naburi. Similar work is being carried out in other parts of sub-Saharan Africa such as Malawi (Colette van Hees, Levson Mwale, Rosemarie Moser, Frederick Mtoto) which has widened the vision for caring for patients with albinism (PWAs). Taking a broader approach to the media, the Hats on for Skin Health project, a joint initiative between Stiefel and the ILDS/IFD, drew further attention to the plight of the African albino highlighting both the risks of cancer and blindness as well as severe discrimination and stigmatisation. In recognition of the importance of expanding this project, a new building named the 'Care Unit for Persons with Albinism' (CUPWA) has been erected in the grounds of the RDTC (Photo 1) and it will house two new initiatives. The fi rst is a pharmacy and compounding facility which, under the leadership of Mafalda Soto, a Spanish pharmacist, has developed a cost-eff ective sun screen, Kilimanjaro Sun Care, for total sun protection. The building is also used as a training resource for local and outreach training in sun protection (Photo 2). In the second part of the building a training workshop is being established which is run by PWAs and which will be used to teach patients the essentials of machine sewing to help them to earn a living by working inside, sheltered from the sun (Photo 3). The increasing focus on assisting patients with albinism living in sub-Saharan Africa has recently resulted in three important new events in Tanzania which will improve their care.
Firstly the Regional Dermatology Unit Albinism Team extended their outreach control work by visiting an additional area; Singida, a district beyond Arusha where they saw more than 250 PWAs whom they treated with cryotherapy and instructed in sun protection and the use of sunscreens. They distributed hats to all those attending. The work formed part of a very successful Tanzanian National Albino Day that took place in Singida Region with the Minister for local Government, accompanied by the Deputy Minister of Health, as the Guests of Honour. Mafalda Soto demonstrated the use of the sunscreens and discussed their preparation. This work is supported by the ILDS and IFD through Hats on for Skin Health and also the Tanzanian Albino Society, Under the Same Sun (an international NGO based in Canada) and the International Rotary. The joint work has paved the way for increasing co-operation to ensure better treatment for PWAs.
The RDTC team also met the Prime Minister of Tanzania who attended a Seminar on Albinism in Dodoma, Western Tanzania. He was accompanied by the Speaker and many Members of Parliament. Professor John Masenga, principal of RDTC was able to brief these ministers on the medical management of albinism and the programmes for care of PWAs based in the RDTC. The Prime Minister was very supportive of the work being carried out in Moshi and complemented the team on their work and on the local production of sunscreens.
The seminar also prompted the United Nations Human Rights group into drawing attention to the problems confronting PWAs in Africa when in their regular contribution to the UN Daily News (http:// www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=448250) they noted the regular mistreatment and persecution of albinos and that non-governmental organizations working in the fi eld had documented 186 ritual attacks against people with albinism since 2000. Abductions and killings have been recorded in 15 African states. Resolutions from UN Human Rights representatives included the need for health authorities to assess the health needs to ensure that albinos are accorded equal access to good health care and for schools to adopt measures that can provide appropriate education for children with albinism. As one human rights expert said 'They are not ghosts; they are simply people such as you and I but living with albinism' .
In Blantyre, Malawi in March 2013 there was an albinism awareness day organized by the local dermatologist clinical offi cers trained at the RDTC, helped by European dermatologists Collete van Hees (Netherlands) and Rosemarie Moser (Austrian) A number of other organizations participated including the albinism association of Malawi and Federation of Disability Organizations of Malawi. Patients received donated hats and sunscreens and the day was widely publicized by the local and national press. After the public session patients with albinism were screened and treated for both cancerous and precancerous lesions (Photo 4). Aisha Sethi (Chicago) has also been very active in publicizing the problems faced by PWAs in the region. Other centres of similar activity include Mali, Uganda and Kenya.
These stories are merely examples of a growing collaboration between dermatologists, NGOs, voluntary organizations and governments to improve the situation. While progress is slow these contributions have contributed to a steadily rising interest in affording proper medical care to albino patients and in ensuring that they can live safe lives in their own communities without fear of discrimination or violence. Join us in July at the Asian Dermatological Congress in Hong Kong, for another 23rd WCD Preview Symposium. We initiated this Preview Session at the Miami AAD meeting in March, 2013 with our Countdown and Preview Symposium, where we featured renowned international speakers. The session was aimed at giving attendees a taste of the quality and diversity of the program they can expect at the 23rd WCD in 2015. Registration and Housing for the 23rd WCD in Vancouver will be opening soon. Make sure to 'like' us on Facebook at Derm2015 and follow us on Twitter @Derm2015 to track our progress and join the conversation. Take part in our I'll Be There promotion and have your picture included on the website. To learn more, contact the Congress Secretariat at info@derm2015.org.
The new Care Unit for Persons with Albinism at the RDTC in Moshi Tanzania
Please send us your name, mailing and email addresses, so that we can update you on our progress and news. For more information, visit our website at: www.derm2015.org. 
IPC's Genetics Project: 'Towards Completing the Genetic Map of Psoriasis'
IPC continues its aggressive clinical study, which is designed to genetically type rare, protein-altering variants in more than 10,000 psoriasis cases and 10,000 controls. The information might help clarify the genetic architecture of psoriasis, resulting in better targeted therapies and the development of markers to monitor disease progression and drug responsiveness. IPC continues to raise sponsorship funds for the project, which currently is being performed by investigators from the genetic research laboratories of Professors J.T. Elder and Gonçalo Abecasis (University of Michigan, U.S.); Jonathan Barker and Richard Trembath (King's College, London, UK) and Andre Franke (Christian-Albrechts University, Kiel, Germany). The international collaboration is expected to lay the groundwork for innovative approaches to treatment strategies, as well as to defi ne the therapeutic response to treatments in specifi c psoriasis patients by building a bridge between the genotype and phenotype of the disease. A summary manuscript related to the project has been published: 'The quest for psoriasis susceptibility genes in the postgenome-wide association studies era: charting the road ahead, ' Capon & Barker, Br J Dermatol, 2012 Jun;166 (6) Under the leadership of our newly elected and the youngest TDA President, Dr. Chih-Hsun Yang, the key organizers such as Drs. Po-Han Huang, Ming-Tsan Wang, Nai-Ren Hsu and Ren-Yeu Tsai, with the help of others, worked tirelessly with dedication to make this a well-organized and well-attended meeting.
Future Events
For announcement of future events, please follow these instructions: Visit our website: www.ilds.org Click on 'Events' and 'Add a New Event' and insert all the details After you inserted all details, please advise Eve Arnold on admin@ilds.org who will then place the insertion onto the site.
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